
QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

PRACTICAL LAW UK 
Tips for Searching  
Searching on Thomson Reuters Practical Law™ is a useful way to find helpful resources. 

Search 
Start your search from the search bar, which appears on every page of Practical Law. 

 

You can choose to limit your search to a particular Practice Area by using the drop-down menu, or by browsing 
into a Practice Area before running a search. 

 

As you start typing your search terms, Practical Law will suggest search terms and phrases.  You can choose one 
of the suggested searches or just finish typing your own search.  All of these search suggestions are taken from 
our indexing, document titles and successful searches run by other users.  It will also recognize abbreviations, so 
if you type in cva, Practical Law will suggest Compulsory Voluntary Arrangement. 
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Search Connectors 
Clicking the “I" button to the right of the search box will display some assistance on what connectors can be used to 
build your search. 

 

 

 
 
You can combine any of the connectors together and use brackets to create rules for the search. For example: 
contract /5 term % exclusion 

- Will search for any document where contract(s) appears within 5 words of term(s) but the document 
doesn’t contain the term exclusion. 

 
(divorce or dissolution) /p (husband or spouse) 

- Will search for any document containing the term divorce or dissolution within the same paragraph as 
the term husband or spouse. 
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Field Searching 
You may want to run a refined search if you are (a) looking for something very specific, or (b) if you are retrieving too 
many results.  Use the field restrictions just to search a specific part of the document (e.g. just a Document title). 
Combine field restrictions and the connectors to build a powerful search. 

 

For example: 

Pension /p contribu! & AU(tax) 
Will search for any document where pension(s) appears in the same paragraph as contribute or   
contribution(s) and is also written by someone in our Tax team. 

 
TI(consultan!) & “third party” & ATLEAST3(exclusion) 

Will search for any document where the title includes the term consultant or consultancy, it must include 
the term “third party”, and it must also contain at least 3 instances of the term exclusion. 

 
  TI(competition % EU) & (cartel or monopoly) 

Will search for any document where the title includes the term competition but not the term EU and the 
document  contains the term cartel or monopoly. 
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Refine Your Search Results 
Search results appear in the main window and display the title, type of resource, relevant jurisdiction(s), and 
maintenance status or publication date for each item. 

1. Alter your search terms, by adding/amending/removing terms from the search bar and clicking search 
again. 

2. The total number of results retrieved. 

3. Click the + symbol to see more granularity for each filter. To select multiple filters at once (without the 
screen refreshing each time) use the Select multiple switch at the top of the list. 

4. At the top of the screen is the option to Show Less/More/Most detail which will expand your results list 
to show how your search terms are used in the context of each document. 

5. There are check-boxes to the left of each result.  You can use these to select one or more documents to 
deliver or add to folders by checking the boxes and then selecting the appropriate icon. 
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You may also see icons appearing next to your result Documents indicating previous actions for the document: 

1. The folder icon indicates that this document has been added to a Folder. 
2. The glasses icon indicates that you have viewed this document in the last 30 days. 
3. The document icon indicates that this document has been annotated 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for more information? 

To sign into Practical Law UK, visit uk.practicallaw.thomsonreuters.com. 

For assistance using Practical Law UK, call +44 345 600 9355 

For additional training materials, visit https://legalsolutions.thomsonreuters.co.uk/en/products-
services/practical-law/training-support.html 
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